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Dear Minister for Energy Consumers, 
  
 
Many congratulations on your recent appointment.  
  
We write as Labour MPs representing many of the UK’s 1.7 million oil-heated households regarding the 
forthcoming Warm Homes Plan, to ask for your assurance that the Plan will recognise the specific challenges 
oil-heated households face and make specific recommendations on how they can decarbonise fairly, 
effectively and affordably. Prior to the election, the top oil constituencies in England and Wales were 
dominated by Conservatives whereas now Labour hold c25% of them.  
  
These households are facing unique and specific issues when it comes to decarbonisation due to their rural 
location, age and method of construction, making them some of the hardest and most expensive homes to 
decarbonise. 
  
The forthcoming Warm Homes Plan is a welcome and important initiative by the Government in setting out 
a clear pathway for how we will help households to decarbonise effectively. To be comprehensive, it must 
fully acknowledge the situation faced by rural constituents who live off the gas grid. They want to 
decarbonise but need to be given choices about how they can do this affordably and practically.  
  
To do this, we would therefore ask that you include the following elements within the Warm Homes Plan:   
  

1. It must recognise the unique decarbonisation challenges faced by the 1.7 million households who 
rely on heating oil, due to their rural location, age and construction.  

2. It should adopt a technology neutral approach and include a range of solutions including renewable 
liquid fuels which make decarbonisation easy, affordable and non-disruptive. 

3. It needs to be consistent with the devolved and Irish governments in recognising that bioenergy can 
have a role in meeting Net Zero goals.  

4. It should make the commitment to consult on a market mechanism for renewable liquid fuels by 
implementing Section 159 of the Energy Act 2023 and equalising the duty rate with heating oil 
which will lower costs for consumers.  
  

As you develop the Warm Homes Plan, the Government should carefully consider the approach taken by the 
Irish Government in implementing a Renewable Heat Obligation. This will see Irish off-grid households able 
to access a blended renewable liquid heating fuel from early next year. 
  
Including these elements within the Plan, would send a strong and clear signal that the Government is on the 
side of rural off-grid communities, offering them practical and affordable ways to help them play their part in 
this crucial mission. 
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It would also send a clear signal to industry and its 20,000 employees that they should continue to invest in 
these solutions supported by Government. 
  
We firmly believe that the Warm Homes Plan is vital to setting out the Government’s long term objectives 
and hugely valuable in showcasing the different routes that households can take to decarbonise in the best 
way for them. 
  
In advance of the publication of the Plan, we would therefore welcome the opportunity to meet with you, 
alongside industry representatives and experts, to discuss how the plan can consider the challenges oil-heated 
households face.    
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  
Ben Goldsborough MP 
Member of Parliament for South Norfolk 
  

Terry Jermy MP 
Member of Parliament for South West Norfolk 

Jayne Kirkham MP 
Member of Parliament for Truro and Falmouth 
  

Noah Law MP 
Member of Parliament for St Austell and Newquay 
  

Perran Moon MP 
Member of Parliament for Camborne and Redruth 

David Smith MP 
Member of Parliament for North Northumberland 
  

  
  

 

 


